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“In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:4-5

Christmas is such a hectic time of year. I’m sure the past few
weeks have been exactly that for you and your family. Parties,
family gatherings, shopping and cooking have probably consumed
most of your time this month. That is why I love Christmas Eve.
Most all of the “hectic” things are now done and you can stop, relax
and focus on the Christ of Christmas.

As I imagine what that first Christmas Eve night must have been
like I imagine a quiet scene on that hillside in Bethlehem. Probably
the only sound was whatever noise the animals in the stable were
making. Mary and Joseph might have talked about their future son
and all the hopes and dreams they had for Him. Little did they know
that His birth would be a defining moment in history. That He would
be “the light of the world” in a dark and sinful world. I’m sure their
dreams were like most parents: a healthy baby that would grow and
mature and become a fine young man. Not only were their dreams
realized they were surpassed in a great way.

The Christ candle you are lighting tonight is a symbol of that light
that came into the world over 2000 years ago. This Christmas you
may feel discouraged, lonely, worried about the economy, or even
depressed because of the circumstances you find yourself in today.
In the midst of all of that just remember that Jesus came into the
world as a man to bring abundant life and everlasting life to you and
your family. “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full.” John 10:10 He brought light where there is darkness. He did
that not just for the “world” as a whole but for you as an individual.
He wants to make a difference in your life this Christmas.

May the light of Christ overcome any darkness in your life this
Christmas and may you allow Him to come into your life and your
family and make a difference.

Merry Christmas,
Dr. Jeff Williams




