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The Candle of Hope                  November 29, 2009

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his 
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.  

Romans 5:5

     The first candle of Advent is traditionally the Candle of Hope.  
This draws attention to the anticipation of the coming of the Messiah 
that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old Testament 
history.  As God’s people were abused by power hungry kings, led 
astray by self-centered prophets, and lulled into apathy by half-
hearted religious leaders, there arose a longing among some for God 
to raise up a new king who could show them how to be God’s 
people.  They yearned, they hoped for a return of God’s dynamic 
presence in their midst.  
    Nahum 1:7 says this:  The Lord is good, a refuge in times of 
trouble.  He cares for those who trust in Him.  That is truly a 
message of hope.  Peter also said in I Peter 5:7:  Cast all your anxiety 
on Him because He cares for you.  And that is yet another message 
of hope for us today.
    Times of trouble are clearly spelled out for us each day with the 
worldwide news network that is available to us.  Crazy things are 
going on in this world all around us, and I’m afraid that it is only 
going to get worse until Jesus comes.  But, regardless of what’s 
happening in our world and to us, we can have a deep settled peace 
within our souls, because our HOPE is in Jesus.  
    Perhaps the words to the chorus of the song below best sums up 
our Hope in Him.

There is a peace in the midst of my storm-tossed life;
There’s an Anchor, there’s a Rock to cast my faith upon;

Jesus rides in my vessel-so I’ll fear no alarm;
He gives me peace in the midst of my storm!

    The Hope that Jesus brought that first Christmas is still true today.  
I am so thankful that during this holiday season, whatever our 
circumstances, that our hope can still be found in Him. 

Joy,
Bob Billups


