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activity in her own life because she knew the ways God had worked 
in theirs.  She knew their words so well that at the very moment it 
was appropriate, she could make them her own.  
    Another insight we gain from Mary’s experience is that God does 
mighty, extraordinary works through ordinary people.  You can hear 
it all throughout her song.  You may wonder why God would want to 
use you.  Is there nothing particularly special about you?  Nothing 
significant or great?  That makes you exactly the kind of person God 
is looking to use!  True joy comes with the knowledge that God 
knows you, sees you, and chooses to partner with you to bring about 
that which only He can do!  
    How often do we fail to connect the dots and reap the fullness of 
joy that God intends for us?  Do you recognize when God has done 
something mighty on your behalf?  Have you hidden God’s Word in 
your heart and have it ready on your tongue in order to bring it forth 
the moment when praise is the right response.  David Crowder sings 
“My tongue dances behind my lips for You!”  Lord, may You help us 
recognize Your mighty hand at work in the midst of our seemingly 
unimportant lives and have praise ready on our lips that we may 
experience the fullness of joy only You bring.  May we be like John 
the Baptist, so full of your Spirit that we immediately leap for joy in 
your presence.  Like Mary, may our mouths extol your greatness 
before others.

Merry Christmas,
D’Lynn Earp


